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EvxarizTiES

Zekveviag 1o peydio pag oSomopixé omv EAAHNIKH Myeonoria
-NAKONIA, aio@avépaote tnv avdykn kai tn 8abid vnoxpgmon va k-
@PACOLLIE TIS EVXAPICTIES Pag O GAOVS EKEIVOULG, 01 omoiol evOdp-
.puvav Kal ompi§av pe tov S1KG TOUG TPONO TNV EPEVVNTIKA KAl COLy-
ypagiki pag npoonadsia.

I61aitépwg, o@eitovpe va evxapiotnoovpe tnv Ka lewpyia ZavOd-
kn - Kapapdvov, KaBnyrtpia tov INMav/piov ABnvav, IMpéedpo tng E-
taipeiag EAdnvov Pidondywv kai [pdedpo tng Lxonng AvOpwmniou-
kov Emomnpov kar To~mopikov Znovdev tov MNMavemotnpiov IMe-
Aonovviicov yia tnv guyevikn thg §1d0son va nponfoyioel kail va eno-
ntevoel 1o BiBaio pag, wote oro taidi tov - nov pénIg apxizel — va é-
XE1 Ka1 10 dpopa 1ov 61KoU Ing emotmuovikou AGyou.

Ténog, sevyvwpoveg guvxapiotieg ansvBivoune ouig Exkb6doeig Ia-
naznon Kai $exmpiord otov k. Ané§avdpo [Nanazion nov pe 1éon gv-
a100noia ka1 vnevOuvointa @poévucav, ore n EAAHNIKH MyooAaoria
- /AAKQNIA va 1a§18€ye1 otov kéopo twv B1BRinv — nov dev €xel ov-
vopa — Kal va yivel £évag zoviavog X@Opog guvdvinong yia 6ooug a-
vazntolv, akoyn, I payeia, nov OKOPIMizZeEl N Qaviacia evog arenei-
wrov napapvbio! ...
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H POAOT O,

H «EnnHNIKH MyeoAoriA - NAKQNIA» efvar éva €pyo oro onoio anotvne@verar
zwvIavd o noAUXpwpos kai noAvpopos kapBdg tng tomkris pubodoyiag pe va
Ipono anio, evdAnnro afdd kai tekpnpropgvo. AvappioBritws €pxerar va
ovpnANp@oEl €va VTApKIO Kevo otn oxenikn BiBAoypagia, apou £wg tépa Sev
vrrpxe napopoia npoogyyion puvBodoyikdv Oeudrwv.

ZuykeRpIpgva, napovoldzovial GAES o1 MUXES Nov PwTiZovy Tov 1vBoKoouo
Ing nepioxng avrig, xwpis B868aia, va opiofeteitar 1o xpovikd ndaioro prag
avotnpd opigpgvng enoxiig. [IpéBeon twv ovyypagéwv sivar va oxnpatioer o
avayveorng pia oAokAnpwpevn gikova yia o Aakwvikd ndvlesov. I avid, 1o
VAIKO enekieiveral oe va peydio xdpo tng Bpnokevnkiic teAeTovpyias Kar tng
Aarpevtikins twnodoyias. ‘Erol, o1 dfoves yipw and tovs onoiouvs Kiveitar n
Beparodoyia eivar n Aatpeia twv Bedv kai twv npewv. Avtiotoxws, StapBpdéverar
Kai o kukdog tng Beikiis pvbodoyiag kai o kUkAog g npwodarpiag.

BeBaiwg, £66, avayvwpizovial ta Xapakinpiotikd tng puknvaikis eNoxig,
kabo¢ kai o andnxog tng pwwikis Bpnokeiag. MNMapaddidws, dpws,
evivnwoidzouvv {exawpiotor pubor nov S1apopEEVOLY To AATPEVTIKG Nepiexdpie-
vo tng vnooraong Beotiitwv nov Aarpevoviav povov otnv Aakwvia, onwg A.X.
n Op0ia ri AvyoSgopa Apiepig, n Kedevbeia ABnvd, o Apvkiaios Anéidwv, o
Zxoritas Aiag k.d.

Ze KkdBe evornta nov avagéperai o€ pra Oedrnta (avipikn i yuvaikeia)
[apovCIdzovIal OAES 01 HOPPES Ol OMOIES NV APOPOUV OE TOMIKGD eNieSo- eniong;,
avamogovial oia ekeiva ta oroixeia nov anodidovv  Aaipeia Toug, eite pe
OUYKEKpIEVN Apoonyopia, eite xwpis  ovvodeia npoadiopionikou embgrov.
Tapandridws npog mn puBodoyikii apriynon enixeipeitar n etupodoyikn epunveia
¢ ovoparodoyiag 1wv Be@v, n onoia vtoBonBsi tv £§€nin ka1 amoNdynon tov
pHuvbovu.

To Aakwviko ndvOeo, ek16s and rovs oAvumovs Beots, epndovrtizeral kar pe
beutepevovoes Beotnteg, onws o1 Movaes, o1 Moipeg, o1 Xdprieg, n Aibes (ov
OUVSEETal [ig TN OUYKEKPIPEVN Tomkd napdéoon tng anoudkpuvong tng In-
veAonng, and tnv naipiki n¢ £otia onv Endptn, 6tav ano@doios va aKko-
Aovbrioer rov ovzvyd g O8vooga), o P6Bog, o "Hilog, o “Ynvog pe tov §iupd
Tov abedpo, tov Odvaro K.d.

H «EarHNIKH Myoeonoria - AAKQNIA» ovpndnpéverar and pufouvs nov
a@opouv 11§ H10YEVEIS 0IKOVEVEIES TOV Tonov. ES®, nepiypdpoviar pop@es twv
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onoiwv n Karayoyi A n npogAevon, av Kar Kaivmovial anno v axAu rov Opudov
Kal TOU XpOvou, akGun Kai origepa S1atnpolv tov andnxo figoa and mv enibioon
TV OVOIadI@Vv TOUG.

210 ndaioio aurd o avayveotng £xel tnv evkaipia va evnpepoBei yia tg pubo-
NoVIKES ekboxég mov agopouv tn Xndprn, tnv 6gopen KOpn tov norapouv — Beov
Edpera, v omoia vupgelinke o yevdpxng tng nepioxis, o Aakedaipav, va
ninpogopnBer yia touvs 1£poUs ydpous tov Afa kai tng Aribag, yia tnv EAdvn, yia
rous AlookoUpous kal dAAeg otevd ovvbebepdves pe tnv Aakwvia pubodoyikes
popes. TToAAs and 11s popss avigs tavtiotnkav e NPOEAANVIKES TOMIKES
Ocornteg nov pe tnv ndpodo 1oV XPOVoOU VNENECAV OTNV KAINYopia 1@V
vnoBaBuiopsveov npdav.

‘Evag dAdog onpravtikds Ogpanikds dfovag tng EAMHNIKHE MY©OAOTIAZ -
NAKONIAZ agopd tn Aatpeia Twv np@wv, EfE aUIOV HOU aviKouvy oin Aeyope-
vn npwikn pvBofoyia efie ekeivewv MOV KArardooovial oTov NPIKO KUKAO Kai
TipdvIav yia Inv LIEPQUOIKH Toug duvaun 1 yia Kdrmoio dido Aovo. I1.x. n
Ocepanvaia EAévn, o YdkivBog, o1 Aidokouvpol, addd kar o Opéatng, o InnéAvrog
Kal akopn 1otopikd npoowna, énwgs o Iavoavias kai o Aswvidag,

Tn Sopii tov BiBAiov odokANp&VOLY EVBIAPEPOVOES EVOTNIES 01 OMOIES
npooBsTovy oroixeia o noAdd enineda. “Ero, e€erdzovial o1 [opriés, o1 Aydiveg,
o1 Xopof (mov eixav ma 161aitepn Oon own Bpnokevuki zon g Aakwviag) kai
ot Quoieg, kaba¢ kal avuAnyeis twv avBpdnev g apxalomriag yia ta avdioya
Spadpcva.

Eniong, 6ivoviai nAnpogopies yia v Maviiki Kai yla emQaveis pavieis,
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SUMMARY

LACONIC MYTHOLOGY

In this book with a lot of love and respect for the past, we obtain from the
large reservoir of Greek mythology the elements that light up in an individual
and enchanting way the "Laconic Mythokosmo" (Lakonic world of myth) and
simultaneously cross the big avenue of ancient Greek religion, because
mythology goes hand in hand with popular religion.

Of course, we ought to emphasise that our — own clearly literary — approach
to this particular subject moves between the limits of fable and history, bears
no relation to any current misleading and unacceptable effort of bringing about
the resurgence of ancient Greek religion — as a means of expression and faith.

Highlighting the beauty of mythological narration, we call the reader to travel
back with us in time and in fable and get to know the adoration of the gods and
heroes of the area. Thus one knows the wealth of traditions that concern the
main Olympian deities ( Artemis, Apollo, Athena, Zeus, Dimitra, Dionysos,
Hermes, Mars and others) and those who were also worshipped here only with
separate specific surnames, such as Optiletis Athena (the goddess of
ophthalmology), Keleuthia Athena) who helped Odysseus become successful in
the road race and thus gain a lifetime companion Penelope, daughter of the
Spartan Icarios), Amvologira Venus (Aphrodieti) (the goddess who delayed
ageing), Scotitas Zeus (god of the underworld), Korythalia Artemis (protector
of infants), Aigofagos Ira (to whom Herculeus sacrificed a goat for his victory
against Hippokon who dishonestly got the throne from Tyndareos, king of
Sparta), Kotyleas Asklipios (who cured Herculeus wound), Tainarios Neptune
and more. Also reported, is the adoration and secondary deities such as
Decency, the Muses, the Fates, the Graces, Sleep and Death.

In addition, a lot of Water Nymphs, according to mythological variations are
spouses of the Kings of Sparta. For example, Naida Vateia marries lvalos and
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gives birth to Tyndareo and Icario. Naida Perivoia becomes Ikarios wife and the
couple acquire Penelope. Even foreign deities were worshipped in various
regions of Laconia such as Sarapis and Isida.

Very important indeed are the big royal families of Lakedaimon that draw
their origin from Zeus and are connected with the originators of the place.
Indicatively, we would like to mention Eurotas, Sparta, Taigeti, Lakedaimon,
Hyacinth, Tyndareo, Lida and Dioscourous.

Also remarkable are the specific local feasts that honour certain gods who
on most occasions got their names from the deity to which they were dedicated,
as the Karneia (in honour of Kareiou Apollo), the Hyacinthia (in honour of
Hyacinth), the Gymnopaidies that existed in order to honour the divine mother
Lida and her divine children Apollo and Artemis, the Karyatia (in honour of
Karyatis Artemis), the Issoria, the Dictynnia and the Tithinidia (again for Artemis
but they were reported in different areas of her divine substance) the Eleneia
(dedicated to Helen) the Tainaria and so on. A basic ritual element of religious
feasts consisted of dances of adoration in which usually young men and women
participated sometimes honouring Artemis (like the Karyatides with their
elaborate dance or the Korythalistries), other times honouring Hyacintth during
the festival which took place in Amykles. In other occasios honouring Apollo in
the framework of "The Naked Children" e.t.c.

In Laconic Mythology, we know how deep the faith of the ancient Spartans
was in divinatory and its representatives, the visionaries whom they particularly
honoured and who were even consulted before the start of war.

In Laconia we have o lot of local heroes who are worshipped in a particular
way. Others were heroes that developed into local deities of hatred and others
were old local gods that were downgraded and identified with the particular
heroes. Thus, famed was the popular adoration of Agamemnon that it was
identified with underworld Zeus (in Amykles), Menelaos and Helen’s (in
Therapni), where Helen as the daughter of Zeus was identified with the local
prehellenic deity of vegetation, Menelaos as her spouse, accepted immortality
as a gift from the gods. Still in the region of Amykles the adoration of Kassandras
that was identified with the local king of the Underworld and was called
Kassandra-Alexandra. Also Achilles was worshipped in an avato sanctuary
outside Sparta. Last but not least, characteristic is the case of adoration for
Hyacinth, the origin of worship which is located in prehellenic periods where
the Hyacinth constituted the underworld deity who developed into the god of
vegetation.

Another subject that is developed here, constitutes the presence of craftsmen
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in Sparta, who advanced in innovations and placed the foundations for the
creation of important later works of art in other paris of the country. Because
the Spartans contrary to some anti-laconic opinions and theories that were
presented as persons who dealt only with war, they too, loved the good things
and the Arts. Therefore, they were distinguished in Sculpture which resulted in
the eminent Faculty of Sculpture as being among the best in all of ancient
Greece and in Music (with two important Faculties).

Lastly, it deserves to be said that Laconia witnessed distinguished honour
at the level of the spirit, to adorn the eminent list of seven wise men of antiquity
with its own shoots (one of them is Chilon of Lakedaimonios renowned by all
of us as a philosopher who established the art of "Lakonic speech” and the other
one is Myson the Hineus who is also cited in the list of wise men instead of
Periandros the Korinthios.



